
 

I. Nominated Work: 

 

 It is the work and/or its presentation that is being evaluated. The Masterwork may have one or more 

creators, performers, disseminators.  

 The nominated work must have a strong connection to Nova Scotia, perhaps through subject matter, 

and/or creator(s), and/or interpreter(s), and/or producer/disseminator(s).  

 The Masterwork must have public and professional peer recognition of achievement in, but not limited to 

Nova Scotia. National and or/international recognition is an asset. 

 The Masterwork must have been professionally, publicly presented. 

 The first public presentation must have been no more than five years prior to the closing date for 

nominations for this 2019 competition. (Deadline for receipt of nominations is March 1, 2019). In the case 

of a series (for example, a song cycle, a thematically related set of poems, or a series of photographs), the 

entire series must have been publicly presented within the past five years. Note: for a series to be 

considered a single Masterwork its component parts must be significantly related.  

 The Masterwork may come from any of the identified categories, or from an “other” category with approval 

of the eligibility committee.  

- WRITING AND PUBLISHING includes (but is not restricted to) poetry, written journalism, fiction, 

non-fiction, drama, editing and publishing.  

- VISUAL ARTS includes (but is not restricted to) crafts, painting, sculpture, drawing, printmaking 

and photography.  

- PERFORMING ARTS includes (but is not restricted to) performance, technical, production or 

direction achievement in one or more of theatre, dance, music, storytelling, comedy and children’s 

performance.  

- MEDIA AND RECORDING ARTS includes (but is not restricted to) performance, technical, 

production or direction in one or more of radio, television, film, video and audio.  

- DESIGN ARTS includes (but is not restricted to) architectural, urban, landscape, product, graphic, 
interior, new media and fashion/apparel design. 
 

 
 
 



II. Nominator: 

 

a) External Nomination: 

Anyone may nominate a work for the Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia Masterworks Arts Award. However, 

the ideal Nominator is someone who: 

1. Is an individual, or representative of an organization, with recognized expertise in the field(s) of the 

nominated work, and/or who can argue cogently and credibly for the merit of the work and; 

2. Is not a close relative or partner/spouse, collaborator, disseminator, or interpreter of the creator(s) of 

the nominated work; 

3. Is not associated with the nominated work and/or the creator/producing organization of the nominated 

work at any point in its inception, creation, or production, or on an ongoing basis. 

 If you feel you are in conflict with any of the above, please review b) Self Nomination below. 

 

 Nominators may be individuals or representatives of organizations.   

 Nominators may submit only one nomination of one work per year.   

 Nominators must agree that they shall not receive or accept any part of the monetary Award.  

 Nominators must provide a brief resume (250 words) to inform jurors about their background and assist the 

jurors in assessing the credibility of the nomination. 

 

b) Self-Nomination: 

Creators, collaborators, producers, disseminators and interpreters may nominate their own work, provided their 

nomination is supplemented by three letters of support. Anyone may support the nomination of a work for the 

Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia Masterworks Arts Award. However, the ideal Supporter is someone who: 

1. Is an individual, or representative of an organization, with recognized expertise in the field(s) of the 

nominated work, and/or who can argue cogently and credibly for the merit of the work and; 

2. Is not a close relative or partner/spouse, collaborator, disseminator, or interpreter of the creator(s) of 

the nominated work.  

Notes on Eligibility & Identification: 

 In the case of submissions of the performing arts, Nominators should identify whether it is the initial 

creation – the composition (the score), the dramatic text, or actual choreography, for example – that is 

being nominated as the Masterwork, or a specific production or performance of that work, or an actual 

recording (CD, DVD), or some specific combination of the above. 

 No work can be nominated in more than two competitions. 

 In the case of re-nominations of works that have previously been finalists, Nominators should provide 

good reasons for the re-nomination (e.g. the work has developed, or public reception of the work has 

changed, or it has received more national or international exposure, etc.). 

 No work that has previously won the award may be nominated a second time. 



 Supporters may be individuals or representatives of organizations.   

 Supporters may support more than one nomination per year. 

 Supporters must agree that they shall not receive or accept any part of the monetary Award.  

 Supporters must provide a brief resume (250 words) to inform jurors about their background and assist the 

jurors in assessing the credibility of the nomination.  

 
If you meet the criteria for a Self-Nomination, please ensure that you use the Self-Nomination Form. 

 The quality of the support documentation is vitally important to the success of the nomination. They 

should exemplify and build upon the merits of the work as detailed within Appendix I of the Nomination 

Form. Examples of strong support materials include press and/or media coverage, letters of support 

from the artistic community, list of other awards won by the work, etc. 

 Due to the volume of nominations received, Support Materials are limited to five (5) items (this 

excludes those materials provided as Representation of the Work – see Appendix I for details). 

Nominators are encouraged to submit materials that make the strongest case for the nominated work 

as a Masterwork. 

 Should a nomination be received in advance of the deadline that has insufficient support materials or 

any other incomplete aspects, in the discretion of the Nomination Committee, the Nominator may be 

notified and given a reasonable amount of time (as determined by the Nomination Committee) to rectify 

the nomination. In the case of nominations which are submitted and are otherwise substantially 

compliant with the requirements for nominations in advance of the deadline, but contain missing or 

incomplete information, the Nomination Committee retains the sole discretion to decide to accept 

materials which would complete incomplete nominations after the deadline.  

 The Jury Selection Committee reserves the right to disqualify a nomination due to insufficient support 

materials and/or incompleteness. 

 All print materials must be submitted on hole-punched, standard letter-sized (8.5” x 11”) paper, 

12-point black font. Please collate nominations and separate with binder/paper clips. Please do 

not staple or bind nominations in folders, duotangs, binders, etc. Nominations that do not meet these 

specifications will be considered insufficient and/or incomplete. 

Nominator Ineligibilities: 

 Nominators may not act as Supporters for other nominations.   

 Members of the Board of Directors of the Nova Scotia Masterworks Awards Foundation, and members of 

the jury may not nominate. They, members of their immediate families, and organizations with which they 

are significantly professionally involved, may not benefit from the Award during their time of service.    



 Nominators will provide the Masterworks Foundation with the following press materials, to be used in 

the event that their nominated work is selected as a Finalist: 

o One high-resolution image of the nominated work, to be used as the designated representation of 

the work in all Masterwork communications should it be selected as a Masterworks Finalist; 

o A written description (approximately 150 words) of the nominated work, which may be used to 

represent the work in all Masterworks communications should it be selected as a Masterworks 

Finalist. 

o One high-resolution headshot of each Creator of the nominated work, to be used to represent the 

Creator(s) in all Masterwork communications should their work be selected as a Masterworks 

Finalist; 

o A short biography (approximately 150 words) for each Creator of the nominated work, to be used 

to represent the Creator(s) in all Masterwork communications should their work be selected as a 

Masterworks Finalist 

 Failure to provide these materials will result in the nomination being marked as incomplete. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The full responsibility for ‘making the case’ rests with the Nominator. The Nominators need to provide 

expertise and an informed opinion to the jury as to why the nominated work is worthy of the title of 

“Masterwork”.  

Finalists and the Masterwork will be selected by a peer jury. Each member will have some degree of cross-

disciplinary expertise as well as a close association with one or more of the eligible categories/disciplines. 

Should it be required in special situations, additional information may be provided to the jury through 

additional peer counsel sought by the Masterworks Foundation on behalf of the jury members.  However, as 

Nominator, your nomination is best served if you assume full responsibility for educating the jury as to the 

merits of the work you nominate.    

It is crucial that you make your case with the following in mind.  

 ORIGINALITY 

o Does this piece display a new concept, or approach? 

o What is fresh or unique about this work and/or its presentation? 

o Does this work push a boundary and/or demonstrate a new form of articulation in either its 

creation or presentation?   

 

 PROFESSIONAL MATURITY & ARTISTIC MERIT 

o Has this work been created and/or presented according to the highest level of excellence in 

its art form?  

o Is there a notable degree of sophistication in its creation and/or presentation?  

o Has the work contributed to the historical development of the art form? 

o Has it advanced the practice of the art form in some way? 

 

 IMPACT AND RECOGNITION, LOCALLY, NATIONALLY AND/OR INTERNATIONALLY 

o What impact did the public presentation make? How widely was it received? What type of 

media coverage and/or peer review and/or audience support has it garnered? Has the work 

received other accolades/awards? Or perhaps the work has been the subject of vigorous 

debate and it has garnered notoriety as well as praise?  

o Provide examples of the best media coverage.  Any comprehensive list of media coverage 

should indicate source and date. If referencing the comments of individuals, be sure to 

explain who they are and why their opinion should be highly valued.  

 

 CONTRIBUTION TO NOVA SCOTIA CULTURE, OR NOVA SCOTIAN ARTISTS, AND/OR THE 

PEOPLE OF NOVA SCOTIA  

o What impact, if any, does this work have in Nova Scotia, or a part of Nova Scotia in some 

way?  Does it place a spotlight on some aspect of Nova Scotian culture or on one of more of 

its citizens?  How will it impact the way others see or perceive Nova Scotia and its culture? 



Page 1  

Lieutenant Governor  
of Nova Scotia  

Masterworks Arts Award 
 

Nomination Form 2019 
 

  
I. Identification of Nominated Work 

 
Name of Nominated Work: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of first public presentation or release (day/month/year): _______________________________________ 
 
Arts Category of Nomination (check one):   
 
Design Arts ____   Visual Arts____ Media/Recording Arts _____    Performing Arts _____     
 
Writing/Publishing _____                   Other (Specify) ____________________  
 
Describe the type of work (e.g. is this a performance, a book, an exhibition or work that has been exhibited, a 
building, etc.). Please refer to the guidelines for further clarification. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Creator(s):_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Designation of Creator(s) in relation to the work (i.e. visual artist, performer, author, etc.): 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Interpreter, Performer or Performing Organization (if applicable):  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Disseminating and/or Producing Organization (if applicable):  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In the case of multiple contributors to the creation or production of this work, please identify how, and on what 
basis, the award funds are to be distributed. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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II. Primary Contact (Creator) for Nominated Work:  
 
Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Role:  Creator___   Interpreter/Performer ___    Producer___   Disseminator____ 
 
Street Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________________________  Province: ____________  Postal Code: _________________  

Telephone: ______________________________ E-mail: ________________________________________ 

 

III. Declaration of Primary Contact for Nominated Work  

• I agree to give copyright permission for the use of reproductions, or excerpts, of audio, and/or visual 
material for the Award publication, for the presentation of the work on the Nova Scotia Masterworks 
Awards Foundation website, and for media and promotional purposes. 

• If the nominated work is selected as a finalist, I agree to maintain confidentiality about the work 
being a finalist until the finalist list has been made public.  

• I understand that the winner will not be notified in advance.  

• I agree that if the nominated work is selected as a finalist, all those who would receive a portion of 
the cash award, should the nominated work win, will participate in all Masterworks Awards activities, 
including media conferences, ceremonies, receptions and other related events.  

• I agree that if this work wins the Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia Masterwork Arts Award, or is a 
finalist, I will advise the Nova Scotia Masterworks Awards Foundation within 10 days of the decision 
if there is intent to present the work (i.e. mount an exhibition, presentation, performance or event in 
which the Masterwork is presented or recognized) 

• I agree that if this work wins the Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia Masterworks Arts Award, I will 
to my best efforts include the Masterworks Award seal in association with any presentation (i.e. 
exhibition, presentation, performance, publication, or event) relating to the Work, including in the 
marketing and advertising therefor, in whatever format is most appropriate to the work as agreed 
between  the Creator(s) and the Nova Scotia Masterworks Awards Foundation, for a minimum 
period of two years after the date of the awards ceremony. 

• I declare that I have the legal rights to give the above permissions and to represent the nominated 
Masterwork.  

• I declare that I have read the nomination letter and work, and approve their content.  

 
 

Signature: __________________________________________  Date:________________________________ 
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IV. Identification of the Nominator: 

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address:________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________________________  Province: ____________  Postal Code: _______________  

Telephone: ______________________________ E-mail: _____________________________________ 

State your familial, spousal, or partnership relationship to the creator(s) of the nominated work (if any). If none,  

write: none. ______________________________________________________________ 

 

V. Declaration of Nominator  

As Nominator for the Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia Masterworks Arts Award, I:  

• have read and understood the criteria for the Award (see Award Guidelines); 

• have provided the nominee(s) or supporter(s) with this work and received their approval for submission; 

• have read and understood the instructions regarding support materials (see www.nsmasterworks.ca);  

• certify that the information contained in this nomination is accurate and complete, to the best of my 
knowledge; 

• agree to abide by the decision of the Award jury in selecting the Award recipient; 

• agree to maintain confidentiality about the nomination and the jury process until the finalist list has been 
made public;  

• understand that the winner will not be notified in advance.  
 

Signature: ________________________________________ Date: __________________________________ 

 

VI. Return of Hard Copy Materials: 
Please check one of the following boxes: 

 A stamped (or postage paid) self-addressed envelope of the necessary size and composition for the 
return of my support materials is included with my nomination package. 

 I will make arrangements to collect my materials from Strategic Arts Management by May 31st, 2019. I 
understand that materials remaining in the SAM office on June 1st, 2019 will become the property of the 
Nova Scotia Masterworks Award Foundation and will be disposed of accordingly. 

 I do not want my support materials back. 
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Merit of the Work 

Using the “Helpful Information for Nominators” found in the Award Guidelines, please describe how the 
nominated work exemplifies the following four criteria. Nominators a welcome to provide their responses in a 
separate document if more space is needed. 

1. ORIGINALITY   
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2. PROFESSIONAL MATURITY & ARTISTIC MERIT   
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3. IMPACT, RECOGNITION AND CONTRIBUTION, LOCALLY, NATIONALLY AND/OR INTERNATIONALLY      
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4. CONTRIBUTION TO NOVA SCOTIA CULTURE, NOVA SCOTIAN ARTISTS, AND/OR THE PEOPLE OF 
NOVA SCOTIA  

 

 



   

 

Appendix I – The Work 

1) Is the Work itself included with the nomination package? Check one: 

 Yes, the Work itself is included (i.e. book, e-book, CD, film on DVD, film streaming link, etc.). 

 No, due to the nature of the Work, it is not possible to provide the Work itself (i.e. only one exists, 
immoveable, performance, installation, building, etc.) and therefore suitable representation of the 
Work has been supplied (listed below). 

2) If “No” to Question 1, please answer the following AND complete the table listed below: 

 The Work could be provided for viewing at the request of the jury in Halifax, Nova Scotia between 
May 1st – 18th, 2019 (i.e. single painting, sculpture, print, etc.). 

 The Work could not be provided for viewing during that timeframe. 

 

Representation of the Work (if unable to provide the Work itself) 

Item Name 
Format 

Description/Location 
Hard Copy Digital 

Ex: Photograph of 
painting X  Printed images provided with nomination. 

Ex: Video of installation  X Video footage on USB provided with nomination. 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

If insufficient entry space for Representation of the Work is provided here, please attach additional pages. 



   

 

Appendix II – Support Materials 

Please list the name, format, and a brief description for all support materials included with the nomination, as 
per the examples. Support Materials are limited to five (5) items and should provide the strongest case for 
the nominated work as a Masterwork. 

Item Name 
Format 

Description/Location Hard Copy Digital 

Ex: Media coverage of 
performance  X Hyperlink provided with nomination. 

Ex: List of previous 
awards X  Printed list provided with nomination. 

    

    

    

    

    

 

 



 

 

Nomination Submission Options & Checklist 

The NS Masterworks Award Foundation is pleased to offer three different nomination submission options. 
Please review the following and select the option most-convenient for you. Should you have any questions, 

please contact our Administrator at admin@nsmasterworks.ca or at 902-407-8885. 

Please note: Materials are to be ordered as listed within each Option. 

OPTION 1: USB DRIVE SUBMISSION 

Mail a single USB Drive containing the following materials, organized into the designated folders, to 
the address provided below: 

 Folder 1 – Written Nomination: 

 A Nominator’s statement/letter; 

 A brief resume (250 words) to inform jurors about the Nominator’s background; 

 Completed Nomination Form signed by the Nominator and the Primary contact (e-signature accepted); 

 Folder 2 – The Work: 

 Completed Appendix I; 

 One Digital copy of the Work OR one digital copy of each Representation of the Work; 

 Folder 3 – Support Materials: 

 Completed Appendix II; 

 Additional support materials may be submitted as files with the following extensions1: 

Audio: .aif, .aiff, .wav, .m4a, mp3, .wma 
Video: .abvi, .mpeg, .mpg, .mopv, .wmv 
Image: .jpg, .jpeg – RGB colour mode no larger than 1.5 MB 
Text: .pdf, .doc, .docx 

 Folder 4 – Press Materials: 

 One high-resolution image of the nominated work, to be used as the designated representation of the 
work in all Masterwork communications should it be selected as a Masterworks Finalist; 

 A written description (approximately 150 words) of the nominated work, which may be used to 
represent the work in all Masterworks communications should it be selected as a Masterworks Finalist. 

 One high-resolution headshot of each Creator of the nominated work, to be used to represent the 
Creator(s) in all Masterwork communications should their work be selected as a Masterworks Finalist; 

 A short biography (approximately 150 words) for each Creator of the nominated work, to be used to 
represent the Creator(s) in all Masterwork communications should their work be selected as a 
Masterworks Finalist 

mailto:admin@nsmasterworks.ca
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OPTION 2: HARD-COPY SUBMISSION 

 
Create six (6) complete nomination packages that EACH containing the following materials and mail 
them to the address provided below: 
 
 Section 1 – Written Nomination: 

 A Nominator’s statement / letter; 

 A brief resume (250 words) to inform jurors about the Nominator’s background; 

 Completed Nomination Form signed by the Nominator and the Primary contact (the original signed form 
and five additional copies for each subsequent package is acceptable); 

 Section 2 – The Work: 

 Completed Appendix I; 

 The Work OR Representation of the Work (Reminder – six copies, one for each package); 

 Section 3 – Support Materials: 

 Completed Appendix II; 

 Print support materials (Reminder: six copies, one for each package); 

 Digital support materials may be submitted on a single USB key, CD, CD-R, DVD or DVD-R, and may 
include files with the following extensions1: 

Audio: .aif, .aiff, .wav, .m4a, mp3, .wma 
Video: .abvi, .mpeg, .mpg, .mopv, .wmv 
Image: .jpg, .jpeg – RGB colour mode no larger than 1.5 MB 
Text: .pdf, .doc, .docx 

 
Additionally, please provide ONE (1) of each in the same parcel as your nomination packages: 

 Press Materials: 

Provided on a single USB key, CD, CD-R, DVD or DVD-R (may be included on the same USB key, CD, 
CD-R, DVD or DVD-R used for support materials, if applicable.): 

 One high-resolution image of the nominated work, to be used as the designated representation of the 
work in Masterwork communications should it be selected as a Masterworks Finalist; 

 A written description (approximately 150 words) of the nominated work, which may be used to 
represent the work in Masterworks communications should it be selected as a Masterworks Finalist. 

 

All print materials must be submitted on hole-punched, standard letter-sized (8.5” x 11”) paper, 12-
point black font. Please collate nominations and separate with binder/paper clips. Please do not 

staple or bind nominations in folders, duotangs, binders, etc. 



                                       

 

OPTION 2: HARD-COPY SUBMISSION CONTINUED 

 Press Materials Continued: 

 One high-resolution headshot of each Creator of the nominated work, to be used to represent the 

Creator(s) in Masterwork communications should their work be selected as a Masterworks Finalist; 

 A short biography (approximately 150 words) for each Creator of the nominated work, to be used to 

represent the Creator(s) in Masterwork communications should their work be selected as a 

Masterworks Finalist 

 

 One stamped (or postage prepaid) self-addressed envelope of the necessary size and composition 

for the return of the support materials. Please note: If no envelope is included, it will be assumed that 

support materials do not need to be returned. The Nova Scotia Masterworks Awards Foundation will 

not be responsible for the loss or damage, whatever the cause, of support materials. 

 

OPTION 3: COMBINATION SUBMISSION 

 One USB Drive containing all of the nomination material as outlined in OPTION 1; 

 Six hard-copies of the Work OR Representation of the Work; 

 One stamped (or postage prepaid) self-addressed envelope of the necessary size and composition 

for the return of the support materials. Please note: If no envelope is included, it will be assumed that 

support materials do not need to be returned. The Nova Scotia Masterworks Awards Foundation will 

not be responsible for the loss or damage, whatever the cause, of support materials. 

 

 

 

 

 

1Notes on Digital Support Material Submission 

 For large-sized digital video materials, Masterworks encourages the inclusion of password-

protected hyperlinks to video streaming websites. Please include hyperlinks and accompanying 

passwords in a PDF document. 

 Review your digital materials to ensure they play as intended and can run on both MAC and PC 

computers. Masterworks is not responsible for reformatting unusable files. Unusable files may 

cause nominations to be considered incomplete. 
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Completed nomination packages and supporting documentation must be submitted to: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nova Scotia Masterworks Awards Foundation acknowledges the support of the following, without whom 
the Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia Masterworks Arts Award would not be possible: 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Nova Scotia Masterworks Awards Foundation 

c/o Strategic Arts Management 
1113 Marginal Road 

Halifax, NS  B3H 4P7 
 

Please authorize couriers to leave packages with ‘no signature required’ 
Masterworks is not responsible for picking up boxes at postal station outlets. 

No email or fax submissions will be accepted. 

Nomination Deadline: March 1st, 2019 

Nominations must be postmarked March 1st, 2019 in order to be considered. 
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